The Royal Society ofMedicine Foundation Inc The Royal Society of Medicine Foundation Inc, which was incorporated in New York in 1967 to promote co-operation between members of the medical profession (practitioners and research workers alike) in the USA and Britain, conducted its first fund raising campaign in 1968. As a result of this appeal to the 1,300 members of the Society living in the United States and to a number of charitable foundations, pharmaceutical companies and other business corporations, more than $70,000 was raised.
This has meant that the Foundation has been able to make a modest though exciting contribution to co-operation in medicine between the USA and Britain, for in June this year two Travelling Fellowships were awarded to American doctors, each receiving $2,500 to visit Britain for a period of three months during the 1969/70 academic year. The recipients of these awards are Dr Jean D Wilson, University of Texas Southwestern Medical School, Dallas, and Dr James T Kalivas, Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston. Dr Wilson and Dr Kalivas will be able to live at the Society's Domus Medica for part of their time in Britain and they will be introduced by the Society to leading British specialists in their own fields.
The Foundation has also recently made a grant of $5,000 to the Society to enable it to continue to play its own part in promoting Anglo-American co-operation in medicine. Over the past few years, the Society has established reciprocity with the New York Academy of Medicine, the Medical Society of the District of Columbia and, most recently, the San Francisco Medical Society, and in one year approximately 170
Americans have been elected to the membership. The Society has received fifteen speakers, representing American medicine, at its meetings in one year and in July 1968 entertained at its headquarters 120 American medical students pursuing vacation courses in Britain. In June this year, the Society organized in its House a joint meeting between its Section of Proctology, the American Proctologic Society and the Section of Colonic and Rectal Surgery of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons.
Postgraduate Paymentsfor General Practitioners in the National Health Service Members of the Society who are general practitioners in the National Health Service will find it useful to know that all meetings of the Society and of its Sections, having a clinical or educational content, have been recognized by the Postgraduate Training Allowance Advisory Committee for the purposes of the Allowance and Seniority Payments to National Health Service general practitioners. In practical terms, this means that a Society or Section meeting lasting 2 -31 hours will count as a full session, a meeting lasting 1 -2, hours will count as a half session and a meeting lasting 1 -II hours will count as one third of a session. From 1 October this year, arrangements will be made at the Society for those general practitioners who wish it to sign a register at each meeting to indicate their attendance at Section or Society meetings and the Society will send this information to the Department of Health and Social Security.
Medical Society ofSantiago
It was reported to Council when they met in July that the Sociedad Medica de Santiago would celebrate their Centenary in September this year. Council has arranged for the best wishes and congratulations of this Society to be conveyed to the Sociedad Medica de Santiago.
Czechoslovak Medical Society JEPurkyne Council also received a request from the Administrative Secretary of the Czechoslovak Medical Society J E Purkyne that reciprocity be established with the Royal Society of Medicine. It was with pleasure that Council agreed that such reciprocity should be established.
Deaths ofHonorary Fellows
The deaths of Sir Samuel Bedson and Sir Arthur MacNalty were reported at the meeting of Council in July, by Dr E Joan Stokes and Sir Terence Cawthorne respectively, and it was resolved That the Royal Society of Medicine desires to record its deep sense of the loss which the Society and the medical profession have sustained by the deaths of their distinguished Honorary Fellows, Sir Samuel Bedson and Sir Arthur MacNalty, and to express to their families the Council's sympathy with them in their bereavement.
Lectures and Awards
At their meeting in July, it was reported to Council that Sir John Wolfenden had accepted their invitation to deliver the next Jephcott Lecture at 6.0 pm on 13 May 1970 and that his subject would be 'The economic and academic freedom of universities'. They also confirmed the following awards on the recommendations of the appropriate Section Councils: This book is difficult to review in the traditional sense as it represents the collected papers of a symposium on cryosurgery held at the University of California in 1967, to which have been added additional papers on various aspects of this technique which could not be presented at the symposium.
An account of the history of cryosurgery is fairly complete and reflects the disappointing lack of specific effect on carcinoma but raises the question of the stimulation of an immune response by thawed tissue. The biology of cold, together with consideration of tissue response and destruction, is then covered in some detail. In the next paper the physical factors in freezing are discussed at great length both experimentally and theoretically, the cellular changes in response to freezing are clarified, and some of the mysteries of intracellular ice formation and membrane destruction and the consequent electrolyte disturbances are explained. The following paper concerns itself with enzyme histochemistry; this is largely basic research, concerned particularly with frozen tissues and techniques of storing blood and bone marrow by freezing. This leads on to a detailed consideration of the immunological responses to low temperatures, raising the possibility that tissue which has subsequently thawed after freezing may give rise to a brisk immune response such as cannot be achieved by any other methods.
A long paper on the engineering aspects of cryosurgery, which tends to be liberally spattered with rather formidable formule, is rendered useful to the mathematical layman by its fairly clear exposition of the methods of predicting the size of a lesion in human tissue produced by the cryogenic methods. The following paper on experimental cryosurgery is entirely concerned with lesions in the brain and covers all aspects of the physical conditions involved. The very marked limitation of spread of the cold zone in a tissue with an intact blood supply is stressed, and the point is made that irreversible damage is likely to ensue when the cell temperature has been reduced to 0°C for more than a few seconds. The techniques of cryothalamotomy are well explained in
